• Jesus was a Jewish teacher
• many people believed that he performed healings and exorcisms
• Many people believed he was the Messiah
• He was rejected by the Jewish leaders
• He was crucified under Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius
• Despite this shameful death, his followers, who believed that he was
still alive, spread beyond Palestine so that there were multitudes of
them in Rome by 64AD

• “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I
may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take
it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” - John 10:17-18
• “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to
myself.” He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die.
John 12:32-33

Jesus CLEARLY didn’t really raise from the dead!

Even among “active”
Christians, less than 60
percent believe the
Biblical account of the
resurrection, and almost
10 percent either don’t
believe it at all, or aren’t
sure!

• “Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being
is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom
he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising
him from the dead.” Now when they heard of the resurrection of the
dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear you again about
this.” – Acts 17:29-33
• “To the Gentiles, foolishness,” 1 Corinthians 1:23

• The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief
priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir,
we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive,
After three days I will rise.’ Therefore order the tomb to be
made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal
him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’
and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” – Matthew
27:62-64

• From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord!
This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” – Matthew
16:21-23
• The disciples didn’t even believe after it happened, at first! Luke 24:2124, v. 37-38

The empty tomb

• There are contradictory accounts
in the gospels which means none
of them are true
• Jesus “swooned” but didn’t really
die
• The disciples stole the body
• The disciples went to the wrong
tomb
• It was mass-hypnosis
• The Roman government created
Christianity as a hoax
• Jesus died and was buried, and
Paul or other later disciples
invented the resurrection story
• Jesus never existed, and the whole
story is made up – the ONLY one
that answers all the questions!

The empty tomb

• If the disciples were fooled, how did they fool the people they taught?
• Were people of that day just more prone to accept miracles? Was
Zechariah? Was Peter?
• “(In the story of Zechariah) Luke here makes it obvious that the early Christians
were not a credulous bunch, unaware of the laws of nature, and therefore
prepared to believe any miraculous story, however absurd. They felt the
difficulty in believing the story of such a miracle, just like anyone would today. If
in the end they believed, it was because they were forced to by the sheer weight
of the direct evidence presented to them, not through their ignorance of
nature's laws.” - John Lennox, Gunning for God: Why the New Atheists Are
Missing the Target, 2011.

• Within weeks, the church had grown to 10,000 members in Jerusalem –
most of whom were in the city when everything happened!

The growth of the church

“It is no exaggeration to say that, within twenty years of his death, Jesus's
followers regarded him as a pre-existent being who became human,
achieved a redemptive task by his death and resurrection, and was
exalted to the right hand of God the Father. They also believed that the
God of creation, the God of Israel, was now to be known in, through, and
even as the Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, for the early church, Jesus
redefined the very meaning of God.” - Lennox
• Christians had to redefine their traditions and culture
• Christians had to change their viewpoint of their Jewish identity
• Christians had to suffer persecution and hardship – sometimes from
family and friends

“Remarkably, Jesus' death did not mark the end of his movement. His
followers continued to believe in his message of God's Kingdom. "The
juice was not turned off," … Other apocalyptic leaders have arisen
throughout the course of Jewish history. … But their apparent failures to
bring their transformative vision to reality led to the end of their
movements. When Jesus' followers, probably in hiding somewhere, heard
he was dead, it did not spell the end of his group. Somehow, hope
persisted and was transmuted into a force that changed history. Anyone
who looks at maps of established churches in the late first, second, and
third centuries cannot help but marvel at the rapid spread of Christianity.
The persistence and extraordinary growth of Jesus' following after his
death is the miracle on which to focus, … not the resurrection. Indeed,
the transformation of some disappointed messianists into a dynamic
movement is one of the fascinating stories of history.” – Claudia Tikkun
Setzer, PBS.org, 1995

The empty tomb

• “Why is the empty tomb never used as a proof in the early church? It
must not have been empty after all!”
• There seemed to be no dispute about the empty tomb, and with good
reason
• A rich man’s grave with a Roman guard would have been easy to find
• A holy man’s death and burial would have been noted and remembered
• Jesus’ burial in a mass grave would have been easily verified by the Roman
soldiers

• It wasn’t just the fact that the tomb was empty – if the body were
simply missing, the message would have had no power

The empty tomb

“The early Christians did not simply assert that the tomb was empty. Far
more important for them was the fact that subsequently they had met
the risen Christ, intermittently over a period of forty days. According to
Paul's list in 1 Corinthians 15, there were originally well over five hundred
people who at different times saw the risen Christ during that period. But
it is not only the number of eyewitnesses who actually saw the risen
Christ that is significant. It is also the widely divergent character of those
eyewitnesses, and the different places and situations in which Christ
appeared to them. For instance, some were in a group of eleven in a
room, one was by herself in a garden, a group of fishermen were by the
sea, two were travelling along a road, others on a mountain. It is this
variety of character and place that refutes the so-called hallucination
theories.” – John Lennox, Gunning for God: Why the New Atheists Are
Missing the Target, 2011

The story was not disputed

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9; John 20:1-18),
to the two Marys (Matthew 28:1-10),
to Simon Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5),
to the disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-31),
to the Eleven and other disciples (Matthew 28:16-20; Luke 24:36-49;
John 20:19-23; 21:1-14; Acts 1:3-9; 1 Corinthians 15:5-6),
to Thomas (John 20:24-29),
to James (1 Corinthians 15:7),
to five hundred people at once (1 Corinthians 15:6), likely including Joseph and
Mathias (Acts 1:22ff),
• to Peter, John, Nathanael and some other disciples on the lake (John 21:1-14),
• and to Paul (Acts 9:4ff; 1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:8).

The story was not disputed

“It is the constant and unvarying testimony of the Gospels that the tomb
was found to be empty when the Christian women came early in the
morning of the first day of the week, to complete the task of encasing the
body of Jesus in spices. And when the apostles went to investigate the
women's report, they likewise found the tomb empty. If the tomb had not
been empty, the authorities would have had no difficulty in producing the
body of Jesus, demonstrating conclusively that no resurrection had
happened. If they had had the slightest evidence that the tomb was
empty because the disciples had removed the body, they had the
authority and the forces to hunt down the disciples, arrest them and
charge them with tomb-robbing, which at the time was a very serious
offence.” - Lennox

The empty tomb

• Peter from coward to stalwart defender of the faith
• Paul from a successful, respected Jewish leader to a hunted, hounded
traitor
• John from a successful fisherman with a brash temper to a 90-year-old
exile
• All but one of the apostles died a martyr, having expressed his faith in
the resurrection of Jesus up until death!

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life…” – 1 John 1:1

- Sherlock Holmes in The Sign of the
Four, written by Arthur Conan Doyle

• Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” - John
20:29
• Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now
see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and
filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.” - 1 Peter 1:8-9
• “No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of
Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is filled with such
life.” – Albert Einstein (a non-Christian,) from the Saturday Evening Post,
Oct. 26, 1929

- John the Apostle
Eye witness to the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus the Christ

